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Topic: Teaching academic writing in a multimodal era 
 
Call for papers 
Literacy is inextricably bound to an array of social, technological and economic factors. According to Kress (2003) two 
specific influences have given rise to a revolution in the uses and effects of modes and media for representing and 
communicating at almost every level and in every domain: the global move from the dominance of writing to the 
dominance of the image, and the move from the dominance of the medium of the printed document to the medium of the 
screen – computer, tablet, and cell phone. The dominance of the computer screen has widened the scope of modes 
from the written text and the visual image to also include the spoken word (narration), sound (e.g. music), movement 
(video and animation) and gesture (Kress 2009). 
 
In the domain of academic writing these changes have created opportunities and imperatives, such as: 
• Aligning the teaching of academic writing with changes in school and university learners’ self-selected literacy 

practices. Recent research has shown that adolescents are using digital technologies and new media widely and for 
a range of purposes, including frequent visits to online social spaces, creating their own web pages, and 
communicating through multimedia applications on their cell phones (Evans 2007; Lewis & Chandler-Olcott 2009). 

• Facilitating multimodal composition both on paper (text, colour and images) and on screen (multimodal ensembles 
comprising oral narration, written text, sound, movement, and colour), among others to provide writers who have 
difficulty in using language, especially ESL writers, with powerful tools for sharing knowledge and for self-
expression. 

• Performing online assessment, using tools such as Turnitin, to grade and give feedback through narration (e.g. for 
sight-impaired students) and conventional text. 

• Scaffolding writing in one-on-one tutoring sessions through verbal interaction, and complementing speech with 
appropriate body language, visual aids, and printed or digital reference sources.  

• Assisting students generally to develop certain kinds of disciplinary knowledge (Archer 2010; Jewitt & Kress 2003; 
Johns 1998; Van Leeuwen 2003).  

 
Original contributions of between 5000 and 6000 words are invited on any aspect of the teaching and learning of 
academic writing using multimodal repertoires or technologies to scaffold the mastery of academic writing as well as to 
compose, deconstruct and assess texts. Papers are requested to be focused on Southern African contexts. 
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Deadlines 
Submission of articles: May 2019 
Reviews to be completed: July 2019 
Revisions due: September 2019 
Publication: November 2019 
 
Submissions 
All papers should be submitted electronically on our website: http://www.saalt.org.za/submit-a-paper.html  
Unfortunately, no abstracts or papers submitted via any other medium can be considered. 
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